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practice from a public point of view is obvious; and a system that is
advantageous to students and authors is probably directly or indirectly
advantageous also to publishers. The question is whether the burden
put upon the trade is so heavy as some of the publishers assert.

In the case of ordinary books the cost of printing five extra copies
is so small that it may be neglected. When a book contains illustrations
coloured by hand, the libraries pay for the hand colouring. Between
these two classes there are expensive scientific books, illustrated but
not coloured by hand. Here if anywhere the cost of printing five extra
copies may be perceptible, or might even be considerable if it were
not spread over the whole impression. But these expensive scientific
books are precisely those which by common consent the Libraries
would be expected to claim. It is therefore, not easy to see what the
publishers would gain by the selection being limited, though it is easy
to see what the Libraries as centres of general usefulness would suffer.

3. The authorities at Cambridge recognize that the University
Library owes much to the existing law, and they welcome the state-
ment of Mr John Murray in The Times of 18 Nov. 1911, that "If the
Government had left things as they were, instead of embodying this
late Welsh afterthought in the Bill, the publishers would not have
raised any protest"

Times, 20 November, 1911, p. 10.

EXTRACT FROM THE COPYRIGHT ACT, 1911
(1 & 2 Geo. V, c. 46)
AN ACT TO AMEND AND CONSOLIDATE THE LAW RELATING TO COPYRIGHT
(16th December, 1911)
15(1). The publisher of every book published in the United King-,
dom shall, within one month after the publication, deliver, at his own
expense, a copy of the book to the trustees of the British Museum, who
shall give a written receipt for it.
(2). He shall also, if written demand is made before the expira-
tion of twelve months after publication, ddiver within one month
after receipt of that written demand or, if die demand was made before
publication, within one month after publication, to some depot in
London named in the demand a copy of the book for, or in accordance
with the directions of, the authority having the control of each of tbe
following libraries, namely: the Bodleian Library, Oxford, tbe Uni-
versity Library, Cambridge, the Library of the Faculty of Advocates
at Edinburgh, and the Library of Trinity College, Dublin, and subject
to the provisions of this section the National Library of Wales, In tbe
case of an encyclopaedia, newspaper, review, magazine, or -srok pub-
lished in a series of numbers or parts, the written demand may inehide
all numbers or parts of the work which may be subsequently pub-
lished.